
DECISION TO BE TAKEN BY: DIRECTOR OF REGENERATION AND 
PLACE 

KEY DECISION- YES

DIRECTORATE: REGENERATION AND PLACE

WARDS AFFECTED: All

SUBJECT: WIRRAL LOCAL PLAN PUBLICATION OF LOCAL PLAN EVIDENCE 
STUDIES: PLAYING PITCH AND OUTDOOR SPORT STRATEGY 2021

1.0 DECISION:

1.1 That the Director of Regeneration and Place approves the publication of the Wirral 
Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy 2021.

2.0 REASONS FOR THE DECISION

2.1 Although this update has been prepared as part of the Local Plan, the Playing Pitch 
and Outdoor Sport Strategy document is an important reference document that needs 
to be kept up to date to support the ongoing planning of sports facilities, making bids 
for funding and the determination of planning applications.  Unlike other studies, 
publication and implementation does not need to wait for the approval of the 
Submission Draft (Regulation 19) Local Plan.  The document has been prepared in 
consultation with local partners and governing bodies for sport and has been 
endorsed by Sport England, who wish to begin the implementation of its findings while 
the data it relies on is still current.

3.0 STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE

3.1 The recommendations are made further to legal advice from the Monitoring Officer and 
the Section 151 Officer has confirmed that they do not incur unlawful expenditure. They 
are also compliant with equality legislation and an equality analysis and impact 
assessment has been completed. The recommendations reflect the core principles of 
good governance set out in the Council’s Code of Corporate Governance.

4.0 DECLARATION OF INTEREST

4.1 N/A
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Signed: 

Officer: Alan Evans

Title: Director of Regeneration and Place

Date:18th November 2021
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Report Title: WIRRAL LOCAL PLAN - PUBLICATION OF LOCAL 
PLAN EVIDENCE STUDIES: PLAYING PITCH AND 
OUTDOOR SPORT STRATEGY 2021

Report of: ASSISTANT DIRECTOR- CHIEF REGENERATION  
OFFICER 

REPORT SUMMARY

This report seeks approval for the publication of an update to Wirral Council’s Playing Pitch 
and Outdoor Sport Strategy 2021 which has been prepared as part of the suite of Local 
Plan evidence documents.  

Wirral Council’s existing Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategy was last published in 
2016.  Sport England consider such strategies, which are prepared in line with a nationally 
approved methodology, to be out-of-date when the data on which they are based is more 
than three-years old.   The 2021 update, attached to this report as Appendices 1 and 2, has 
been prepared in consultation with local partners and governing bodies for sport and has 
been endorsed by Sport England.

This matter affects all Wards.

This is a Key Decision. 

RECOMENDATION

That the Director of Regeneration and Place approves the publication of the updated Wirral 
Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy 2021.



SUPPORTING INFORMATION

1.0 REASON/S FOR RECOMMENDATION/S

1.1 The Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy is an important document used to 
inform investment decisions in playing pitches and sports facilities, for making bids 
for funding and in the determination of planning applications.  The existing Playing 
Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy is out of date.  While the 2021 update, attached to 
this report, has been prepared to inform the policies of the emerging Local Plan, its 
publication to support these activities does not need to wait for the approval of the 
Submission Draft (Regulation 19) Local Plan and has been requested by Sport 
England. 

2.0 OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED

2.1 The publication of the Strategy could be delayed until the publication of the Local 
Plan Submission Draft (Regulation 19), but Sports England have requested that it be 
made available as soon as possible to assist them in offering advice to the Council 
on planning applications and other matters.  Its publication is also needed to enable 
the Council’s partners to secure appropriate investment in sport and recreation. 

3.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION

3.1 The Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy for Wirral comprises two reports. 
These provide an up-to-date quantitative and qualitative assessment of the supply 
and demand for sports pitches, tennis and bowling and a strategy for the future 
maintenance and improvement of outdoor sports facilities in the Borough.  The 
documents, which are recommended to be approved and published, are attached to 
this report. The reports if approved, will replace the similar studies last completed in 
2016.

3.2 Local Football Facility Plans are a key priority in the National Football Facility 
Strategy which aims to increase football participation by delivering:
 new 3G Artificial Grass Pitches; 
 new pavilions (supporting key multi-pitch grass sites);
 improved natural turf pitches; and
 new or improved access to better indoor and outdoor spaces for social and 

recreational football

see Wirral Executive summary (footballfoundation.org.uk)

3.3 The Strategy includes an action plan that will provide a framework for future 
provision of sports pitches, and provision for tennis and bowling and will be used:

 as guidance for the determination of planning applications;
 as an evidence base for policies and land designations to be included in the 

Council’s Local Plan; and
 as evidence to guide future funding decisions, and the priorities to be included in 

the Local Football Facility Plan1 and the potential for 3G pitch development.

https://localplans.footballfoundation.org.uk/local-authorities-index/wirral/wirral-executive-summary/


3.3  The findings and recommendations have been prepared alongside and are endorsed 
by Sport England and the relevant governing bodies for each sport.

4.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1 The costs of preparing the Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy have been met 
from within existing budgets.  Investment costs will need to be met from the 
Neighbourhood Services Budget and or grants and other funding received for 
instance through s106 Contributions.  The Strategy suggests how additional 
investment in sport can be secured through developer contributions.

5.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 Whilst the Strategy will not have the status of a Supplementary Planning Document, 
it is clear from paragraph 98 of the National Planning Policy Framework that relevant 
planning policies should be based on robust and up-to-date assessments of the 
need for open space, sport and recreation facilities (including quantitative or 
qualitative deficits or surpluses) and opportunities for new provision. Information 
gained from the assessments should be used to determine what open space, sport 
and recreational provision is needed, which plans should then seek to 
accommodate.  A new Strategy is needed to meet the national planning policy 
framework requirement. 

5.2      If approved the Wirral Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy 2021 would be used 
to inform the consideration of relevant  planning applications,

6.0 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS: STAFFING, ICT AND ASSETS

6.1 The Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy will inform investment decisions made 
by the Council and its partners on the provision of facilities for football, cricket, rugby, 
hockey, tennis and bowls including 3G pitches. 

7.0 RELEVANT RISKS 

7.1 If the publication of the Strategy is delayed Sports England may be unable to offer 
appropriate advice on planning applications, bids for funding may be unsuccessful 
and investment decision may be delayed because of the lack of published up-to-date 
information and analysis. 

8.0 ENGAGEMENT/CONSULTATION 

8.1 The preparation of the Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy has been prepared 
in consultation with Sports England and all appropriate sports bodies.

9.0 EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

9.1 The preparation of the Strategy has had regard to accessibility and equality issues. 
The associated actions arising from the delivery of the findings of the Strategy may 
need to assess any equality issues and mitigate any negative impact that may 
emerge on a case-by-case basis, as each subsequent policy or investment decision 
is reached. 



10.0 ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE IMPLICATIONS

10.1 Whilst there are no environment and climate implications arising directly from this 
Strategy, the associated actions arising from the delivery of the Strategy may need to 
assess any environment and climate implications that may emerge, as each 
subsequent policy or investment decision is reached. 

11.0 COMMUNITY WEALTH IMPLICATIONS

11.1 The Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategy will guide the provision of adequate 
quantity and quality of playing pitches and outdoor sprits facilities across the 
Borough.  These facilities are essential for a healthy and resilient community.  Most 
facilities are utilised by organised sports and community based groups which 
promote engagement in sports and healthy lifestyles in particular for young people. 
The ability to access and engage in outdoor sports activities will help provide life long 
skills and interest in sport and healthy lifestyles as well as for particular individual 
provide pathways for careers in sports.

REPORT AUTHOR: Keith Keeley
Head of Regeneration Strategy
telephone:  0151 691 8283
email: keithkeeley@wirral.gov.uk

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 – Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy 2021 - Assessment Report
Appendix 2 – Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy 2021 - Strategy and Action Plan

BACKGROUND PAPERS

The existing Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategy (2016) can be viewed at 
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/planning-and-building/local-plans-and-planning-policy/local-
planning-evidence-and-research-report-37
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